
Nintendo Club Jr
Ages 6 to 11
Tuesday, September 29
Tuesday, December 1
6:00 to 7:30 PM

Bring your 
Nintendo DS, 
all versions, and 
multi-player 
games to the 
Library to play 
against others. See how you do in 
the Wii U Mario Kart Tournament.

Mad Scientist Club
Ages 9 to 12 
Tuesday, October 13
Tuesday, October 20
5:30 to 6:30 PM

Tweens will participate in fun 
and wacky interactive 
science experiments. 
Each session will 
explore exciting 
aspects of STEM.

www.plainfieldpubliclibrary.org

Fall 2015 Plainfi eld Public Library District Newsletter

Adults Children

?Did you know...
The Library has a webpage dedicated to the building and 
expansion plans? Visit www.plainfi eldpubliclibrary.org/about/
building-expansion-planning.aspx to learn the reasons for a 
building expansion and to keep updated on the process. 
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LIBRARY CLOSINGS:

August 28 
Staff  In-Service Day
Closed 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM

September 7 
Labor Day

September 26 
Homecoming Parade
Closed 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM

November 6
Staff  In-Service Day 

November 25
Thanksgiving Eve
Closed at 5:00 PM

November 26
Thanksgiving 

December 24-25
Christmas Holiday

December 31-January 1
New Year’s Holiday

Crafts

Book Purse
Tuesday, September 22, 6:00 PM OR
Saturday, October 10, 10:00 AM

Ever wonder what 
to do with that old 
book?  How about 
re-purposing it into 

a purse? All 
supplies are included so 
you can coordinate the 
purse handles, fabric 
and book to make a 
unique purse.

Holiday Bows
Monday, December 7, 7:00 PM

Learn how to make a variety of 
bows to add that extra touch to 
gifts this holiday season. Choose 
from a variety of ribbons and 
take home your bow creations. 
All supplies are included.



Social Stitch
Every Tuesday, 1:00 to 2:30 PM

Bring your current project or get 
ideas from others who share the 
love of knitting or crocheting. 
Drop in anytime, no registration is 
needed. Beginners are welcome.

Culinary

French Bûche De Nöel 
or Yule Log
Wednesday, December 2, 7:00 PM

You don’t have 
to travel to 
France to enjoy 
a traditional 
French holiday 
delicacy. 
Chef Maddox 
discusses its history and creates 
the dessert.  Guests will learn 
how to make a jelly roll, coff ee 
buttercream, bittersweet chocolate 
ganache and Swiss meringue. 
Recipe and samples included. 

Education

Adult Education Fair
Saturday, October 24 
10:00 AM to 12:00 PM

Visit with colleges and universities 
whose mission is to present educational 
opportunities to adult learners in 
the area. Find out how to complete 
your degree with an online or on-site 
institution. Scholarship information will 
also be available to all attendees. 
This event is in partnership with 
REACh, Resources for the Education 
of Adults in the Chicago Area.

Saving for College 
Tuesday, November 3, 7:00 PM  

Take advantage of open 
enrollment and start saving for 
your children’s future college 
needs. A College Illinois! 529 
Prepaid Tuition Plan allows Illinois 
families to prepay for future tuition 
at today’s current contract price. 

Entertainment

Remembering Shirley Temple
Thursday, November 12, 11:00 AM

Shirley Temple’s 
impact on America 
during the Depression 
is fascinating. Jenny 
Riddle dramatizes the life of this 
American icon and examines how her 
movies changed our culture forever. 

Singing from the Heart
Thursday, October 8, 11:00 AM  

Chicagoland favorite Roberta 
Miles delights audiences singing 
Broadway and jazz hits.

Hauntings

The Ghost of Mamah 
Bouton Borthwick
Wednesday, October 21, 7:00 PM

Over one hundred 
years ago, while 
Frank Lloyd Wright 
was working 
in Chicago, his 
mistress, Mamah, 
was murdered by a madman. In this 
historical ghostly portrayal, Mamah 
tells the story of her life and tragic 
death.

Health

Gentle Yoga
Wednesday, December 16, 7:00 PM

Do something 
for yourself 
this holiday 
season. Join 
yoga instructor 
Gina Marie for 
gentle yoga, 
meditation 
and breathing 
exercises. 
Please bring 
a water 
bottle and 
a mat or towel. Sponsored by 
Presence Healing Arts Pavilion.
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Registration is required for all adult programs. Call the Reference 
Desk at 815.327.2515 or visit www.plainfi eldpubliclibrary.org to 
register. Registration for adult programs begins September 1, 2015 
unless otherwise noted in the online calendar.

Programs

continued from page 1

Friday Movie 
Matinee
Movies begin at 1:00 PM. 
Popcorn, snacks and 
beverages served.

  September 4
  The Age of Adaline (PG-13)

  October 2
  The Second Best Marigold 
  Hotel (PG-13)

  November 6
  Sorry, no movie this month
  December 4
  Angels Sing (PG)

Critics’ Choice Movie
Thursday movies begin at 
1:00 PM. Refreshments served. 

  September 24
  McFarland, USA (PG)

  October 22
  My Old Lady (PG-13)

  November 19
  American Sniper (R)

  December 17
  The Good Lie (PG-13)

Movies



Strictly Business 
Lunch & Learn Series
First Thursday, 12:00 to 1:00 PM

In partnership with the Plainfi eld Area 
Chamber of Commerce
Programs are specially designed for 
the small business owner, manager or 
entrepreneur. Bring your lunch, we’ll 
supply drinks and dessert.

September 3:  Growing Your Business
Business and personal growth 
coach Aundre Pace emphasizes the 
importance of being a strategic leader 
with strong visionary and leadership 
goals. Leverage sustainable results 
by setting and achieving measurable 
goals for your company.

October 1: Legal Matters
Amy M. Toepper, Esquire, discusses 
choosing the right business entity 
in Illinois, managing your workforce, 
intellectual property considerations 
and contract law.

November 5: Successful Social Media 
Marketing and Advertising  
Take your social media marketing 
and advertising to the next level with 
results, proven strategies and helpful 
tips from expert 
digital marketing 
consultant Laura 
Donovan from 
The Word Pro.

December 3: The Power of Images in 
Social Media 
Laura Donovan 
from The Word Pro 
demonstrates how 
image marketing works 
on Instagram, Snapchat and 
Pinterest. 

History

I’ll Drink to That
Wednesday, September 30, 7:00 PM

Local historian Michael 
A. Lambert takes a 
look at alcohol and 
abstinence throughout 
the history of Plainfi eld.  
Beginning with 
anecdotes drawn 
from the accounts of our earliest 
pioneers, Lambert traces both the 
loathing and enjoyment of alcohol 
consumption in our community 
from the 1820s to World War II.  

Attic to Appraisal
Wednesday, November 18, 7:00 PM

Do you have an unknown treasure in 
your home? Free appraisal of one hand-
held item for the fi rst 35 registered 
patrons. No weapons or fi rearms.

Marshall Field’s Christmas
Thursday, December 10, 11:00 AM  

Years ago, no Christmas season was 
complete without a visit to Marshall 
Field’s department store. Let’s take 
a look back at beloved holiday 
traditions including the Walnut Room 
Christmas tree, holiday window 
displays, visits with Santa and more.

Veterans

Resources and Benefi ts 
for Veterans
Thursday, September 10, 11:00 AM 

The Illinois Department of 
Veterans’ Aff airs assists 
veterans and their 
families in navigating the 
system of federal, state 
and local resources and 
benefi ts. Join the discussion for 
information on long-term health 
care, education, mental health, 
housing, employment and other 
challenges. Refreshments served.
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Adult Programs

https://
businessinplainfi eld.
wordpress.com

Library staff  regularly update 
this blog for small business 
owners in the Plainfi eld 
community. The blog features 
information relevant to 
business owners such as:

 Area events 
 Learning 
opportunities
 Tips and 

advice
 Helpful 
resources 
 Tools 

available at 
the Library

Open for Business BlogServices For Business

Are you a business owner with questions about running your 
business? Do you have a great idea for a business, yet do not know 
where to start? Meet with a SCORE Fox Valley mentor and get the 
assistance you need. SCORE is a national, non-profi t association 
composed of retired and semi-retired executives and business owners. 

Space is limited and registration is required online at foxvalley.score.org 
(click on Book Now). Space is limited and attendees must register online. 
There is no charge for the service and all information is confi dential.

SCORE: Small Business Mentoring
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Not Your Mama’s 
Book Club
First Monday, 7:00 PM

September 7 
No Meeting - Labor Day
October 5 
Dracula by Bram Stoker
November 2 
Choose Your Own 
Autobiography 
by Neil Patrick Harris
December 7 
Station Eleven 
by Emily St. John 
Mandel

A Novel Idea
Second Thursday, 7:00 PM

September 10 
The Dressmaker by Kate Alcott
October 8 
The Boys in the 
Boat by Daniel 
James Brown
November 12 
One Plus One 
by Jojo Moyes
December 10 
The Kitchen House 
by Kathleen Grissom

Book Club Party
Wednesday, December 9
6:00 to 8:00 PM

Attention local book club 
members! You are invited to 
the fi rst-ever Plainfi eld Book 
Club Party! Mingle, enjoy light 
appetizers and exchange ideas 
and book suggestions. One 
lucky group will win a book 
discussion kit. If your group 
would like to share its favorite 
title, email your selection to 
kkohn@plainfi eldpubliclibrary.
org by December 7. 
Registration required.

Book DiscussionsBook Buzz & Brighton Walsh 
Book Signing

Tuesday, September 15, 7:00 PM

Random House will be here to buzz about forthcoming 
books and give readers the inside scoop on upcoming 
titles. Author Brighton Walsh will also be on hand to talk 
about her newest book. In Exposed, a sexy, suspenseful 
adult novel, a young woman hiding from her criminal past is 
concealed by her ex-boyfriend, the ultimate bad boy. Books 
will be available to purchase at the event. There will be a 
reading, Q&A, and signing to follow plus every attendee will 
take home a “Keep Calm and Read On” tote bag.

Sunday, November 8, 2:00 PM  

Author Sam Smith is a veteran beat writer for 
the Chicago Bulls and the National Basketball 
Association. He authored the New York Times 
bestseller The Jordan Rules and There Is No Next, 
NBA Legends on the Legacy of Michael Jordan. 
Meet Sam and reminisce about the Bulls and the 
NBA. Autographed books available for purchase.

Author Visit: Sam Smith

Green Village 
2015 Lecture Series
Decorative Fall Containers 
Monday, September 14, 7:00 PM 
Enhance your outdoor living area 
with color and pizazz by adding 
containers with plants and fl owers 
this autumn season. Free planter 
giveaway for a lucky attendee.

Astronomy for Everyone
Monday, October 12, 7:00 PM

Discover the universe with a sense 
of awe and wonder. All ages are 
welcome to join Astrophysicist 
Kevin Manning for an expert’s 
view on celestial objects, craters 
on the moon and exploration of 
the universe.

It’s a Wrap
Monday, November 9, 7:00 PM

Gift wrap is inexpensive when you 
do it the environmentally-friendly 
way. Build a toolkit of recycled 
papers, boxes and accessories 
to create your own stunning, yet 
low-cost gift wrap, cards, tags 
and ribbons.
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Adult Programs

Services for Writers
November is 
National Novel 
Writing Month!
National Novel Writing Month 
(NaNoWriMo) is a fun approach to 
creative writing. On November 1, 
participants begin working toward 
the goal of writing a 50,000-word 
novel by 11:59 PM on November 30. 
Valuing enthusiasm, determination 
and a deadline, NaNoWriMo is 
for anyone who has ever thought 
about writing a novel.

The “Come Write In” program is 
designed to connect writers with 
their nearby libraries, bookstores 
and community spaces for cozy, 
communal write-ins. 

In an eff ort to support our writing 
community, the Library is off ering 
14 writing sessions throughout 
November. Some of these are for 
quiet independent writing, others are 
facilitated and involve writing games 
and prizes. All feature warm beverages 
and treats (while supplies last). 

The Library is partnering with a variety 
of suburban libraries as part of the Illinois: 
Naperville Region of NaNoWriMo. The 
regional kick-off will be held on Saturday, 
October 24 at 11:45 AM at the Lunch 
Room of the Naperville Municipal Center, 
400 S. Eagle Street in Naperville. 

Take part in a “Library Crawl” for 
writers.  Collect cards by visiting 
writing events at diff erent libraries, 
as well as at Plainfi eld Library. Then 
bring your Library Crawl cards to the 
Regional TGIO (Thank Goodness It’s 
Over) Pot Luck Party on Saturday, 
December 5 at 11:45 AM in the Lunch 

Room of the Naperville Municipal 
Center. Each card will get you a ticket 
in the free prize drawing. You can 
learn more about all of these regional 
NaNoWriMo events here: http://
naperwrimo.org/events.

NaNoWriMo Kick-Off 
Sunday, November 1, 1:30 to 4:30 PM

Start your month of writing off  right, with the support of others 
participating in NaNoWriMo!

NaNoWriMo Writing Events with Facilitators
Tuesday, November 3, 6:00 to 8:30 PM  
Wednesday, November 11, 6:00 to 8:30 PM

Thursday, November 19, 10:00 AM to 12:30 PM

Guest author Deb DiSandro will be on hand to help writers with any 
questions from chapter transition to writer’s block. Please bring your own 
laptop.

Thursday, November 5, 10:00 AM to 12:30 PM 
Thursday, November 12, 10:00 AM to 12:30 PM 
Join author and fellow NaNoWriMo writer Anastasia Zoldak at these fun 
write-in events. As you contribute to your word count, play NaNoWriMo 
games and have a chance to win prizes! Please bring your own laptop.

NaNoWriMo Writing Room 
Sundays, 1:30 to 4:30 PM

Wednesday, November 4, 6:00 to 9:00 PM  
Tuesday, November 10, 6:00 to 9:00 PM

Tuesday, November 24, 6:00 to 9:00 PM

Writers are invited to enjoy a quiet space to 
write their novels and get ahead on word count. 

NaNoWriMo Come Write In Wrap Up
Monday, November 30, 6:00 to 9:00 PM

This is your last chance to fi nish up that novel and celebrate your 
success with other writing participants. 

NaNoWriMo Events @ Plainfi eld Library

Character Development 
Workshop
Monday, September 21, 7:00 PM

Characters are the heart and soul 
of every piece of fiction. Author 
Annalisa Russo discusses how to 
create three-dimensional characters 
who will stay with readers long 
after the story is fi nished.  

Introduction 
to NaNoWriMo
Monday, October 19, 7:00 PM

Learn more about National Novel 
Writing Month at this informal 
event given by Library staff .

Plainfi eld Writers Group
Third Tuesdays, 7:00 PM

All writers are welcome to 
get together and share ideas 
and writings each month. No 
registration needed. New faces 
are always welcome.

NaNoWriMo Prep
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These weekly programs are provided for adults 
with English-speaking skills at all levels. For more 
information contact Tania at 815.263.8145 or 
thess@plainfi eldpubliclibrary.org. Se habla español. 

Reading Club 
Tuesdays, 10:00 to 11:30 AM 

Reading is a great way to increase your English language 
skills. Get together with others to read books and articles 
that are perfect for learning vocabulary in context, 
practicing pronunciation and sharing ideas. 

Grammar Club 
Mondays or Wednesdays, 10:00 to 11:30 AM

The principles of English grammar relevant to an adult 
learning English are covered in this weekly group. Learn 
grammar and writing skills in a practical yet fun way. 

Conversation Club 
Thursdays, 10:00 to 11:30 AM or 6:30 to 8:00 PM 

Practice speaking English while making friends. Share 
ideas and culture, play games, discuss current events, 
family life and anything relevant to life in the United States. 

Adult Literacy Tutor Training
September 9, 10, 16, 17, 1:00 to 3:30 PM 

In partnership with Joliet Junior College’s Adult Volunteer 
Literacy Program, the Library is hosting a tutor training 
this fall. After completing the program, tutors work with 
students to prepare them to use English for everyday 
living tasks. Tutor requirements are a high school diploma 
or GED-equivalent and a commitment of at least two 
hours a week. Register for the above training via the 
Library’s online calendar. For questions about the training 
or any of the Library’s English Language Learning 
opportunities, contact Tania Hess at 815.263.8145. To 
learn more about JJC’s comprehensive program, visit 
www.jjc.edu/adult-education/Pages/ family-literacy.

Citizenship 101
Wednesday, October 28, 6:30 PM

Maria del Carmen Rodrigues from the USCIS 
(United States Citizenship and Immigration 
Services) will give an overview of the citizenship 
process and requirements. Gain tips on interviewing 
and on how to prepare for the citizenship test. 

Citizenship HelpFor English Language Learners

September 16: A Job Seekers Best Friend...Library 
Resources
Kiley Mullane, Reference Librarian

When you focus on databases and resources at the 
Library, you are better able to identify industries, 
companies and resources that will help you with your 
job search. Learn about websites that provide resume, 
networking, computer skill assistance and more.

October 21: Social Media Strategies for Job Seekers 
Paul Rak, PJR Computer and Tom Nosal, Scaling Up, INC

Do you know how to fi nd a job using social media? 
Many companies now use social recruiting to fi nd 
candidates and may also do a quick “background 
check” before inviting a job seeker to an interview. Use 
social media tools to build your network and get hired. 

Services for Job Seekers
Job Club
Third Wednesday, 12:00 to 1:30 PM
Network, share and learn from guest speakers in a friendly 
and helpful atmosphere. Bring your lunch; dessert is on us. 

November 18: “Change” Your Career Direction
Jennifer Wolf, Northern Illinois Bethesda Lutheran 
Communities and Maribeth Fencl, Community 
Outreach Specialist

When you reach a crossroads, changing your career 
direction may be a real option. Learn about the range 
of opportunities in social services and the insurance 
industry. Maribeth will provide a fi rst-hand account of 
her moving from one career to another.

Wednesdays, 9:30 AM to 12:00 PM, 1:00 to 3:30 PM

The Mobile Workforce Center travels to communities 
throughout Will County assisting residents 
who are looking for a job. Visit the Center 
in the Library parking lot. Job seekers 

can take advantage of the following 
services: information on job 
openings in Will County, assistance 
creating/revising a resume, 
keyboarding lessons, and internet 
access for job searching.

Mobile Workforce Center
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Adult Programs

Computer Classes
Free, 90-minute classes are off ered in 
a lab setting on computers featuring 
the Windows 7 operating system and 
Microsoft Office 2013. Check the Library’s 
online calendar for specifi c dates and 
times. Sessions available on a rotating basis 
include the following: Introduction to PCs, 
Internet Basics, Email, MS Word, MS Excel, 
MS PowerPoint, MS Publisher, Facebook 
and LinkedIn. Registration is required. 

Extra Help for Tech and 
Beyond: Book a Librarian
Designed for those requiring  
instructional or research assistance, 
these one-hour sessions are held in 
the Library, with the time determined 
by you and the librarian. Reservations 
require 48 hour advance notice and are 
dependent upon staff  availability. Call 
the Reference Desk at 815.327.2515 
for details, or book your session online: 
www.plainfi eldpubliclibrary.org/
library-info/book-a-librarian.aspx.

Technology Training
Preserving Family Heirlooms
Monday, September 28, 7:00 PM

Preserve your 
valuable 
family 
documents 
and 
photos 
for future 
generations 
and get 
preservation dos 
and don’ts for modern 
scrapbooking.

CSI: Cemetery Search & 
Investigation
Monday, October 26, 7:00 PM

Curious what those symbols 
mean on your great-grandfather’s 
headstone? Interested in your 
ancestors’ mourning customs? 
Learn the details behind 
questions like these, as well as 
suggestions for fi nding your 
ancestors’ burial place.

Computer Help 
for Genealogists
Thursday, September 17, 10:00 AM

Thursday, October 15, 10:00 AM

Having trouble navigating the 
Library’s genealogy databases? 
Confused on where to look for 
obituaries or military records? 
Drop in for this 
90-minute session 
and bring your 
genealogy brick 
walls. We’ll 
work 
together 
to fi nd a 
solution.

Genealogy 
Programs

Stop by one of these sessions to get help with your questions about 
PCs, software, apps, downloads, social media and more. No registration 
required. See the online event calendar for specifi c dates and times. 

BYOD: Bring Your Own Device (NEW)
Have you received a new tablet, smartphone or eReader and need help 
getting started? Our team can help you maximize the use of your device 
by introducing you to the downloadable eBook, eAudio, music and 
magazines available to you for check-out with your library card.

Get Social (NEW)
Drop in for help and tips addressing all of your social media needs: 
from Facebook to Flickr, Tumblr to Twitter, and beyond.

Open Lab
Instructors will help you use the Windows 7/Microsoft 13 computer lab PCs to get 
answers to your software, Internet and related questions. We are here to help.

Drop-In Tech Help

Monthly, 5:30 to 7:30 PM

September 24 
Gruben’s Uptown Tap
October 12 
Front Street Cantina
November 18 
HopScotch & Vine
December 
No meet up

A happy hour for device users 
to gather, relax with a drink and 
discuss all things app-related, 
including apps for downloading 
FREE music and books. Don’t 
forget it is BYOD, or bring your 
own device. 

Library Appy Hour

Clases de Computadora para Adultos
Se ofrecerán clases básicas de computación en español para 
adultos. Se requiere registración.



Storytime Session 1
September 14-October 22
Storytime Session 2
November 9-December 17

Baby and Me
Ages 6 to 23 months with caregiver
Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays
9:15 to 9:45 AM

Build a bond with your baby through 
books, puppets, rhymes and play.

Fun with Music
Ages 9 months to 4 years with caregiver
Mondays, 5:00 to 5:45 PM

Children and their caregivers sing, 
dance and play a variety of musical 
instruments together.

Tales for Tots
Ages 2 and 3 with caregiver
Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays
10:00 to 10:30 AM

Have fun with stories, songs and 
fi ngerplays.

Preschool Storytime
Ages 4 and 5
Mondays, Tuesdays, 10:45 to 11:15 AM

Children enjoy stories and music 
while attending independently.

Family Storytime
All Ages
Thursdays, 9:30 to 10:15 AM

Delight in music, activities and 
stories for the whole family.

Storytime Math*
Ages 4 and 5
Thursdays, 10:30 to 11:00 AM

Thursdays, 2:00 to 2:30 PM

*First Storytime Session only
Stories and hands-on activities will 
concentrate on a diff erent math 
concept each week, including 
number recognition and counting, 
parts of a whole, shapes and patterns.

Rock-a-bye Baby
Ages newborn to pre-walkers
Friday, September 18 
Friday, October 2, 16
Friday, November 13
Friday, December 4, 11, 18
9:15 to 9:45 AM

Bond with your baby and others 
too, in music and motion – all good 
for you! Children ages 4 and up are 
welcome only if they “parent” their 
own doll/stuff ed animal.

Romp-n-Rhyme
Ages 2 to 3 with caregiver
Friday, September 18 
Friday, October 2, 16
Friday, November 13
Friday, December 4, 11, 18
10:30 to 11:00 AM

Colors, numbers, shapes, and 
rhyme, parachute play at this 
story time! 
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Birth to Age 5

Ages 3 to 9 with caregiver
Saturday, September 26 
Fun with Feelings
Saturday, October 24
Forest Fest 
Saturday, November 14
The Mitten 
3:00 to 4:00 PM

Free play, socializing, tactile 
activities and storytime are 
designed for children with 
special needs. Friends and 
siblings are welcome.

Sensory Storytime

Drop-In Programs

Programs for Families Registration required

Polar Express Party
Ages 5 to 8
Saturday, November 28, 
1:00 to 1:45 PM

Do you 
believe? Put 
on your PJ’s 
for a special 
storytime as we read the 
classic Polar Express by 
Chris Van Allsburg and play 
games and activities.

Movie: Polar Express

All Ages
Saturday, 
November 28
2:00 to 3:45 PM

Enjoy this 
modern classic 
with your family.

The Polar Express

Thank You Note Workshop
All Ages
Monday, December 28
10:00 AM to 2:00 PM

Need to thank grandma, your best 
friend or mom and dad for the great 
presents you received? 
Stop in and write your 
personalized holiday 
thank you cards. 
Supplies will 
be provided. 
Geared to ages 
5 and up.

Short Story Contest
Grades 3, 4 and 5

Information for the 2016 contest 
will be available in November. 
Visit the Library’s website or 
stop by the Youth Services 
Desk for a copy of the rules.



Fun with Music*
Registration begins August 31. 
Classes begin September 14.
Ages 9 months to 4 years with caregiver
Mondays, 9:30 to 10:15 AM OR 
10:30 to 11:15 AM

Tuesdays, 9:30 to 10:15 AM OR 
10:30 to 11:15 AM

Wednesdays, 10:45 to 11:30 AM

*Please only register for one day and time
Children and their caregivers 
sing, dance and play a variety of 
musical instruments together.

Panera Bread Presents:  
Storytime, Milk and Cookies
Ages 3 to 5
Tuesday, September 1, 15
Tuesday, October 6, 20
Tuesday, November 3, 17
Tuesday, December 1, 15 
10:00 to 11:00 AM

Enjoy a storytime and 
craft as well as free milk 
and cookies at the Panera 
Bread located at Route 59 and 127th 
Street.  

Peter Rubi Storytime
Ages 3 to 5
Tuesday, September 8
Tuesday, October 13
Tuesday, November 10
Tuesday, December 8
10:00 to 10:30 AM

Enjoy a story as well as a fruit or 
veggie snack at Peter Rubi Produce, 
15412 S. Route 59 in Plainfi eld.  

Halloween Forest Fest
Ages 2 to 6 with caregiver
Friday, October 30, 10:00 to 11:00 AM

Fairies, trolls, elves and more, come in 
costume and see what’s in store!

Spooky Science Presented by 
the Mad Scientist Club
Ages 9 to 12
Tuesday, October 27, 5:00 to 6:30 PM

Participate in spooky, ghoulish and 
interactive science experiments just in 
time for Halloween! 
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Children’s Programs

Sign-up begins two weeks in advance. All you need to register is a valid 
Plainfi eld Public Library card. Visit www.plainfi eldpubliclibrary.org or call the 
Youth Services Desk at 815.439.2877.

Programs

continued from page 1

Ages 5 to 10Birth to Age 6

Programs for Families

Bring the whole family and 
join us one Sunday a month 
for a fun-fi lled program. 

Very Funny Magic 
with Dennis DeBondt
All Ages
Sunday, September 13
2:00 to 2:45 PM

A fun, interactive 
show that entertains 
children and their 
parents! Every trick 
Dennis performs 
he learned from 
a book he checked 
out at the public 
library, even how to make a kid 
fl oat in the air!

Spooky Stories 
with Linda Gorham
All Ages
Sunday, October 25
2:00 to 2:50 PM

A witch’s brew of spine-
tingling stories that awe, 
amuse, and frighten 
audiences of all ages. She will 
share spooky stories that are 
sometimes funny, sometimes 
ghastly, and totally creepy. 
Be there if you dare!

Gingerbread Fun with 
Milette’s Cakes
All Ages
Sunday, November 22
2:00 to 3:00 PM 

Run, run as fast as you 
can to this family 
fun gingerbread 
man and cupcake 
decorating 
workshop by Milette, owner 
of Milette’s Cakes Bakery in 
downtown Plainfi eld.

Sunday #FunDay

Family Movie: Cinderella 
(PG, 2015)
All Ages
Friday, October 9
10:00 to 11:40 AM

Enjoy the movie 
Cinderella with your 
family at the Library.

Spooktacular with Dave Rudolf
All Ages
Monday, October 12 
1:00 to 1:50 PM

Not so scary stories 
and songs to raise the hair 
on your funny bone. Kids 
may dress in costumes if they wish.

Create a Smile: Family Edition
All Ages
Saturday, October 17, 2:00 to 3:30 PM

Send joy to a hospitalized child or 
the elderly by creating handmade 
cards and letters for the Cards for 
Hospitalized Kids and Love for the 
Elderly charities. 

Crafty Kids: Balloon Bracelets
Ages 6 to 11
Tuesday, November 17,  6:00 to 7:00 PM

Start a trend with this cool craft 
made from twisty balloons.
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Teen Building with STEAM
Grades 6 to 12 
Wednesday, September 2 
Home Made Pop Rocks
Wednesday, October 7 
Wind-up Paper Butterfl ies
Wednesday, November 4 
LED “Throwies”
7:00 to 8:30 PM

Budding scientists grab your lab 
coats because we’re about to get 
technical. Make diff erent STEAM 
based creations at these fun yet 
educational classes for teens.  

CrafTEEN 
Grades 6 to 12
Tuesday, September 8
Tuesday, October 6
Tuesday, December 8
6:00 to 7:00 PM

Love to craft? 
We supply 
the materials, 
you supply the 
creative touch. 
Visit the Library’s website 
for details on each month’s craft.

RŌBLOX Club
Grades 4 to 8
Wednesday, September 9
Wednesday, October 7
Wednesday, November 11
6:00 to 7:30 PM

RŌBLOX 
is an 
online 
game and 
scripting platform that allows 
players to make their own games 
or play user created games.  
Attendees learn how to make 
their own games as well as play 
other people’s creations. Space is 
limited to eight players.

Teen Taste Test
Grades 6 to 12
Thursday, September 10
Hot Sauces
Thursday, October 8 
Halloween Candy
Thursday, November 12
Creepy Crawlies
5:00 to 6:00 PM

Put your taste buds 
to the test and try 
diff erent items from 
the ordinary to the extraordinary.  

Teen Drama Club
Grades 6 to 12
Tuesday, September 15
Tuesday, November 17
4:00 to 5:00 PM

Act out with Devon Ford, local 
actress and director of the 
Library’s Teen Murder Mystery, 
while learning acting techniques 
through diff erent activities 
planned for each month.

College Prep: Practice ACT
Grades 9 to 12
Saturday, September 19
Saturday, November 21
1:00 to 4:30 PM

A Kaplan representative will 
proctor a 
practice ACT 
in a simulated 
testing 
environment.  
Students will 
be required 
to create a 
free account 
with Kaplan to 
receive their 
test results. Open to all high 
school students. Registration 
required. Please bring two 
pencils and a calculator. Snacks 
are allowed but can only be 
consumed during breaks 
between tests.

Magic: the Gathering 
Free Play
Grades 6 to 12
Sunday, September 20
Sunday, October 18
Sunday, November 29
2:00 to 4:00 PM

Players of all skill levels are 
invited to a casual event for 
Magic: the Gathering.  Please 
bring your own deck (the Library 
will not provide cards).  Make 
sure your cards are protected 
and sleeve your deck before you 
attend. The Library will provide 
dice, paper, and pens. Bring your 
own playmats and accessories if 
needed.

Book Crafting
Grades 6 to 12
Wednesday, September 23 
Wednesday, October 14 
Tuesday, November 24 
5:00 to 6:00 PM

Turn 
discarded 
library books 
into works 
of art.  
Create a craft 
that will look 
great on your 
home bookshelf.  

Beginning Your College 
Search
High School Students and Parents
Monday, October 5
7:00 to 8:30 PM

Find the best academic, social 
and fi nancial fi t for you. Thomas 
Jaworski of Quest College 
Consulting provides high school 
families with tips and advice on 
how to start and breakdown the 
stressful college search process.

Teen Activities
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Teen Programs

Teen Short Story 
Writing Contest
Grades 6 to 12
Middle and high school students are encouraged to 
enter the Teen Writing Contest.  Every month the Library 
publishes all the entries received in the previous month.  
Library users then read the stories and vote. Gift cards 
awarded to the three entries that receive the most votes.

To be eligible each entry must:
 Be submitted via email to: 
teenwritingcontest@plainfi eldpubliclibrary.org 
 Be submitted as a Word document.
 Be no more than 1500 words.
 Not include graphic language, violence or 
situations.
 Include author’s name, grade, school and phone 
number.

Nintendo Club: 
Wii U Tournament
Grades 6 to 12
Friday, October 9
2:00 to 4:00 PM

Tuesday, November 3 
4:00 to 6:00 PM

Tournaments hosted on the Wii U 
for Super Smash Bros. and Mario 
Kart 8.  Personal game controllers 
not allowed. Bring your Nintendo 
3DS and multi-player games for 
additional fun playing against 
other attendees. Prizes awarded 
to winners.

Teen Drama Club: 
Special Eff ects Make-up
Grades 6 to 12
Monday, October 26
5:00 to 6:30 PM

Local actors give a hands-on 
presentation of special eff ect 
make-up techniques. Just in time 
to make your Halloween truly 
terrifying.  

Create a Smile
Grades 6 to 12
Tuesday, November 10
6:00 to 7:30 PM

Send joy to a hospitalized child or 
the elderly by creating handmade 
cards and letters for the Cards for 
Hospitalized Kids and Love for 
the Elderly charities. Community 
Service hours can be earned for 
attending this program.

How to Prepare for the 
Rising Cost of College
High School Students and Parents
Monday, November 16
7:00 to 8:30 PM

Each year, the price of college 
tuition rises higher than the annual 
infl ation rate. With these steep 
increases, how can college bound 
students aff ord to pay college 
tuition? Learn how to breakdown 
the cost of college, understand 
fi nancial aid and scholarship 
opportunities and get tips on how 
to maximize your dollars for college. 

Autumn Leaves: 
A Painting Workshop 
Grades 6 to 12
Monday, November 23 
7:00 to 8:30 PM

Beginners welcome! Capture the 
fl eeting beauty of autumn with 
this fun painting workshop. First 
we’ll draw a sugar maple leaf on 
watercolor paper.  Then learn to 
use watercolor pencils to add 
vibrant color to your painting.



Friends of the Library 
Arts & Craft Fair   
Saturday, September 19, 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM 
Library Parking Lot

Shop for yourself or others at specialty booths 
off ering unique, handmade gifts and small novelty 
items. Proceeds from this event are donated back to 
the Library, and food trucks will visit throughout the 
day. Vendors can still apply by sending your contact 
information, business type and a product photo to 
friends@plainfi eldpubliclibrary.org. You will receive 
details and an application. Categories of sales and 
types of vendors are limited.

Friends’ Generous 
Donation Helps Fund 
the 2015 Summer 
Reading Program

The Friends of the Library 
used proceeds from the 
2014 Arts & Craft Fair and 
the 2014 Used Book Sale to 
donate $6,000 to the Library for the 2015 Summer 
Reading Program. These funds helped the Library 

purchase incentives for those 
who completed the “Read to 
the Rhythm” program, in which 
more than 4,000 residents 
participated. Thank you to 
the Friends for this generous 
donation!
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Membership
Active members are involved in helping meet the 
Friends’ organizational mission. Attend the next 
Friends of the Library meeting on Wednesday, 
September 30 at 7:00 PM.

Volunteers
Members participate in Library programs, 
Friends’ events and Foundation fundraisers.

Donations
Membership dues and contributions to the annual 
book sale fi nancially support the Friends’ mission.

What Do The Friends Need?

Friends of the Library

FRIENDS
MEMBERSHIP
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Library ServicesLibrary Services

UNDERSTANDING YOUR 

TAX BILL
Out of the 12 entities on your tax bill, 
the Plainfi eld Library ranks 7th

in expenses

$190
out of a yearly 
tax bill worth

$8,858

On average, 
Plainfi eld residents 

pay the Library

The percentage of your tax bill 
that goes to the Library 

2%2%

If your 
tax bill was

You’d only 
be paying 
the Library

You’d only
$100

$2.14

Voting yes for a Library expansion would allow for 
21st century services. Spread the word! 

#1: School District 202

#12: Will County Bldg Com

#9: Plainfield Twp Town

#11: Plainfi eld Twp Road

#2: Plainfi eld Fire District

#5: College District 525

#4: Village of Plainfi eld

#10: Village Plainfield Rd Br

#6: Plainfield Park District

#8: Forest Preserve

#3: Will County

Avg. Home Value:  $295,300
Avg. Yearly Property Taxes:   $8,858.07

Why is my tax bill 
so high?

#8: F t P

#7: Plainfi eld Library

$5,788.36

$935.61

$574.01

$431.57

$20.61

$56.01

$55.92

$84.48

$182.74

$190.14

$253.45

$285.16

Most Library taxpayers are Village of Plainfi eld/Plainfi eld 
Twp, but not all. Info obtained from Will County, Illinois, 
Tax Detail Inquiry.



A memorial to honor the twenty-nine 
lives lost in the devastating storm 
will be held on Friday, August 28, 
3:00 PM, at the Tornado Memorial on 
Ft. Beggs Drive. Light refreshments 
will be available at Plainfi eld Central 
High School immediately following 
the memorial. This program is 
hosted by the Plainfi eld Tornado 25th 
Anniversary Committee.

Then, from 4:45 to 6:00 PM. in 
Central’s auditorium, prominent 
meteorologists Tom Skilling and Steve 
Baskerville, as well as Paul Sirvatka, 
meteorology professor at the College 
of DuPage, will be on-hand to share 
what it was like in the newsroom that 
day versus chasing the storm on the 
ground. They will also discuss the 
changes in meteorology since 1990 as 
well as severe storm preparedness.

The Plainfi eld Public Library is 
continuing the Plainfi eld Tornado 
Oral History Project which has been 
collecting reminiscences, stories 
and photos related to the tornado 
and aftermath since 2005. Please 
contact Tina Beaird at the Plainfi eld 
Public Library, 815.327.2515 or 
tbeaird@plainfi eldpubliclibrary.org 
to schedule an interview or request 
additional information.
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 Plainfi eld Tornado 
25th Anniversary Commemorative Events

Saturday, November 7
10:00 AM to 1:00 PM

Are you searching for a preschool that is the “right fi t” for your child? 
Drop in to meet representatives from area preschools. Free vision 
and hearing screenings provided for children ages 3 and up by the 
Will County Health Department. The fi rst thirty families take home a 
free tote bag and book.

Preschool Information Fair
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Library Special Events

Holiday Food for Fines
Monday, November 30 to 
Monday, December 7

This is your opportunity to 
assist those in need in our 
community. Between November 
30 and December 7, exchange 
up to $1.00 in fi nes for each 
non-perishable item donated.* 
All proceeds benefi t the 
Interfaith Food Pantry. For more 
information on the specifi c items 
that the food pantry needs, visit 
http://www.plainfi eldfoodpantry.
org/.  

*Please note that open or expired 
packages will not be accepted. 
Does not apply for fees on lost or 
damaged items.

Gift Box Giveaway 

Planning on giving a friend or 
loved one an eReader or tablet 
this holiday season? Let the 
Library help you wrap it up with 
a complimentary gift box or bag. 
FREE gift boxes include tissue 
paper, gift tags and instructions 
to help get started with the 
Library’s free eBooks, streaming 
music and more. Gift boxes 
are available November 27 to 
December 23 at the Reference 
& Readers Services Desk, while 
supplies last.

Hunger Action Month 
Food Drive 

ONE DAY Food for Fines
Thursday, September 3

The Library is partnering with 
the Northern Illinois Food 
Bank for Hunger Action Month 
in September. On Thursday, 

September 3, 
the Library will 
conduct a ONE 
DAY ONLY 
Food for Fines 
exchange. 

Exchange up to $1.00 in fines 
for each non-perishable item 
you donate.* 

A collection box to benefi t the 
Northern Illinois Food Bank will 
be in the Library lobby during 
the entire month of September. 
Because NIFB needs paper 
supplies, you are encouraged 
to donate rolls of paper towels, 
toilet paper or other paper items. 

A competition to construct 
large towers of paper 
products during a “paper 
war” will be waged among 
area organizations. For 
more details, visit http://
solvehungertoday.org. 

* Does not apply on lost or 
damaged items

Monday, August 31 to 
Saturday, September 5 

Recycle your kids’ Halloween costumes and reduce your fi nes 
when you bring one or more clean, gently-used Halloween 
costume(s) to the Check-Out 
Desk. Get a one-time $5.00 
reduction of your fi ne 
between August 31 and 
September 5. 

Then, shop for an almost 
new, sometimes hand-made, 
costume for just $3.00 at 
the Friends of the Library’s 
Arts & Craft Fair on Saturday, 
September 20.

 * Does not apply to lost 
or damaged items

Halloween Costumes for Fines
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Library Hours
Monday through Thursday
9:00 AM to 9:00 PM
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Youth Services 815.439.2877
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Library Director 815.439.2874

Follow the Library on Instagram!
https://instagram.com/plainfi eldlibrary

Saturday, October 3 AND 
Sunday, October 4

Celebrate life-long learning and expand 
your world this fall during Plainfi eld’s 
fi rst How-To Fair. Find fi fty free and 
diff erent “how-to workshops” taught by 
local experts during an entire weekend 
of interactive, fun and informative 
learning. 

After a community survey in the spring, 
the Village of Plainfi eld, Plainfi eld Park 
District and the Plainfi eld Public Library 
District tailored the workshops to 
match what people in our community 
were interested in learning. Forty-fi ve 
to fi fty minute workshops will explore 
“How To”:  operate a drone, decorate 
for the holidays, build a webpage, install 
a backsplash, repair ripped screens, knit 
or stay fi t at work. (And, that’s just seven 
of the fi fty workshops being off ered!)

Watch for an update and locations on 
the Village, Park District and Library’s 
websites, e-newsletters and Facebook pages.  Most classes, because of limited 
room-sizes and anticipated popularity, will require registration. 

Plainfi eld’s First How-To Fair

Visit us online! 

http://howtofairplainfi eld.com


