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Did you know...
Each year, through the Food for Fines programs, the 

Library collects more than 5,000 pounds of food for 

those in need in the Plainfi eld community.

See Page 15 for details about Winter Reading

Get yourself into gear 
for winter reading this year! 

January 11 to February 22

In addition to turning your mind toward reading, the 
Library also invites adults to 

crank up their writing 
skills at “Gear Up for 
Writing” on Tuesday, 
January 13 at 6:30 PM 

(details on p. 3). 

And don’t stop the wheels turning 
there! Come gear up your gadgets 
and gizmos at the “New Year, New 
Gear” program on Wednesday, 

January 14 at 6:30 PM. Want to win 
some nifty gear? A free drawing will be held 

for a Roku at the program (details on p. 5). 

2015 Winter Reading Program
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Cooking
Chocolates from Around 
the World
Thursday, February 12, 11:00 AM

Chocolate 
lovers unite with 
demonstrations 
and samples of 
chocolate treats 
and desserts from 
around the world. Recipes included.

Cupcakes for Dinner
Wednesday, February 25, 7:00 PM

Move over sweet 
treats, savory 
cupcakes are taking 
over the night. Learn 
how to transform 
a typical meatloaf or chicken 
dinner into a delicious cupcake.

Crafts
Zentangle
Saturday, January 24, 11:00 AM

Let your creativity fl ow using 
simple, repetitive lines and 
shapes to create a beautiful piece 
of meditative art to take home. 
Older teens welcome.

Pinterest Party
Wednesday, February 18, 7:00 PM

Reserve your spot for 
a night of crafting, 
food and fun. Create 
simple and stylish 
crafts to take home.

History
America’s Inventor: 
Thomas Edison
Friday, January 30, 1:00 PM

During this historical portrayal, 
Edison speaks of the trials and 
triumphs of his inventions, such 
as a practical light bulb, the fi rst 
motion picture and his favorite 
invention, the phonograph.

Life Long Learning
Social Stitch: Knitting 
and Crocheting Time 
Tuesdays, 1:00 to 2:30 PM
January 6, 13, 20, 27
February 3, 10, 17, 24

Bring your current project or 
get ideas from 
others who share 
the love of knitting 
or crocheting. No 
registration needed. Beginners are 
welcome.

Music
Big Band Memories
Thursday, January 8, 11:00 AM

Share memories 
and tap your feet to 
some of the greatest 
songs and movie 
clips highlighting 
the best big bands 
of all time.

Self-Improvement
Imagine Your Future
Tuesday, January 20, 7:00 PM

Make 2015 your year by 
identifying and achieving your 
goals with the help of business, 
career and life transition coach, 
Janet Rand. 

Registration is required for all adult programs. Call the Reference Desk 
at 815.327.2515 or visit www.plainfi eldpubliclibrary.org to register. 
Registration for adult programs begins January 1, 2015, unless otherwise 
noted in the online calendar.

Classes and workshops

Friday Movie 
Matinee
Movies begin at 1:00 PM. 
Popcorn, snacks and 
beverages served.

     January 2
     Jersey Boys, (R)

     February 6
     The Hundred-Foot   
     Journey, (PG)

Critics’ Choice Movie
Thursday movies begin at 
1:00 PM. Refreshments served. 

     January 22
     Bicentennial Man, (PG)

     February 19
     Mandela: Long Walk 
     to Freedom, (PG-13)

Documentary 
Discussion Group
Wednesday movies begin 
at 6:30 PM. Adults and teens 
welcome.

     January 7 
     Baraka, (NR)

     February 4 
     Winged Migration, (G)

Movies

THE GREAT READ

THE GREAT READ

DROP-IN
No sign up 
necessary
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Adult Programs

Not Your Mama’s Book Club
First Monday, 7:00 PM

January 5: Flower Children by Maxine Swann
February 2: The Casebook of Victor Frankenstein 
by Peter Ackroyd

A Novel Idea
Second Thursday, 7:00 PM

January 8: Still Life With Bread Crumbs 
by Anna Quindlen
February 12: The Lost City of Z by David Grann

Plainfi eld Writers Group (TWiG)
Third Tuesday, 7:00 PM

All writers are welcome to get together and share 
ideas and writings. No registration is needed. New 
faces are always welcome.

Reading and Writing Groups

Skype Discussion with 
Author Joanne Zienty
Wednesday, January 21, 7:00 PM

Meet the very fi rst “Soon to 
Be Famous Illinois Author,” 
Joanne Zienty, via Skype 
and then discuss the book. 
In The Things We Save, a 
family struggles through loss 
and painful history, exploring 
the things that haunt us and 
help us remember.  Copies of 
the book will be available to 
check out at the Reference & 
Reader Services Desk. 

Meet the Author

HelpNow
This online resource off ers a wide 
range of writing assistance. You 
can access HelpNow via the Online 
Resources page of the Library 
website with your Plainfi eld Library 
card.

 Live Writing Assistance: 
Connect with an online tutor for 
expert writing assistance with the 

live help feature. This is particularly 
useful during the initial stages of 
the writing process when you are 
working on the organizational and 
thematic features of your project.

 Intensive Writing Lab: For a 
more thorough analysis, select 
“Writing Lab” from the launch 
menu and submit your writing 
via the site’s secure messaging 
feature. Within approximately 24 
hours, you will receive a detailed 
analysis. 

 Adult Learning Center’s Resume 
Lab: Send a prepared draft of 
your resume for review by simply 
uploading it to one of their writing 
experts. They will return your edited 
resume within 24 hours. Follow up 
with an instructor live online.

Want to learn more about 
HelpNow? Speak with Library staff  
at the Reference Desk or call us at 
815.327.2515.

Services for Writers

Tuesday, January 13, 6:30 PM
Wednesday, February 11, 6:30 PM

Do you need 
help with writing 
a resume, 
composition, 
grant, application 

essay or technical 
writing? Have 
questions about 
workplace or 
professional writing 
from blogs to 
brochures, and fl yers 
to Facebook? Drop in 
for writing assistance 
with Elizabeth Geib, an 
experienced writing tutor. 

Gear Up for Writing

The Library off ers a variety 
of support to writers, from 
the novice to the most 
practiced. We feature 
author visits with new, 
local writers, and we host 
the Plainfi eld Writers 
Group (TWiG). 

Whether you are 
writing for school, 
work or pleasure, the 
Library has ways to 
aid you in your eff orts.
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Services for Job Seekers

January 21 
IDES: Re-Employments: Matthew Sahlin, Illinois 
Department of Employment Security

Learn how IDES, Illinois Department of Employment 
Security, can assist with your job search. Get tips on 
how to get back to work, resources for job seekers, 
networking, applications, resumes and interviewing, 
as well as about the Illinois Job Link System. 

February 18
Market Yourself to a New Job: Tom Nosal, job 
search strategist, business coach, President & CEO 
of Scaling Up, Inc.

If the idea of marketing yourself sends shivers 
up your spine, then attend this informative and 
interactive presentation on “job search marketing.” 
Learn an easy system for getting yourself noticed 
and successfully employed.

Wednesdays, 9:30 AM to 12:00 PM, 1:00 to 3:30 PM

The Mobile Workforce Center travels to 
communities throughout Will County assisting 
residents who are looking for a job. Visit the 
Center in the Library parking lot. 

Job seekers can take advantage of the 
following services: information on job openings 
in Will County; assistance creating/revising a 
resume; keyboarding lessons; Internet access 
for job searching; trained staff  to assist you.

Mobile Workforce Center

Job Club
Third Wednesday, 12:00 to 1:30 PM
Network, share and learn from guest speakers 
in a friendly and helpful atmosphere. Bring 
your lunch; dessert is on us.

SCORE: Small Business Mentoring

Second and Fourth Mondays 
7:00 to 9:00 PM

Are you a business owner with questions about 
running your business? Do you have a great idea 
for a business, yet do not know where to start? 
Meet with a SCORE Fox Valley mentor and get 
the assistance you need.  

SCORE is a national, non-profi t association 
composed of retired and semi-retired executives 
and business owners. Space is limited and 
registration is required online at 
www.ScoreFoxValley.org (click Free Mentoring). 

Business Community Strictly Business
Lunch & Learn Series
In partnership with the Plainfi eld Area Chamber 
of Commerce
Programs are specially designed for the small 
business owner, manager or entrepeneur. Bring your 
lunch. We’ll supply drinks and dessert.

First Thursday, 12:00 to 1:00 PM

January: No Program

February 5
Direct Mail: Direct mail volumes have increased over 
the last three years and comprise a large percentage 
of successful businesses’ marketing campaigns. 
Bring your questions to the experts from LLT Group, 
Inc. and check out the latest concepts in snail mail.
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Adult Programs

Technology training is off ered in a lab setting on 
computers featuring Windows 7 operating system 
and Microsoft Offi  ce 2013. In addition to PC and MS 
software classes, the Library presents sessions on 
topics ranging from Windows 8 to online genealogy 
research to social media tools. Check the Library’s 
online calendar for specifi c dates and times. 
Registration is required.

Clases de Computadora para Adultos
Se ofrecerán clases básicas de computación en 
español para adultos. Se requiere registración.

Book a Librarian

This service is designed for those requiring 
one-on-one instructional or research assistance. 
One-hour sessions are held in the Library with 
the time determined by you and the librarian. 

Reservations require 48 hour advance notice 
and are dependent upon staff  availability. Call 
the Reference Desk at 815.327.2515 for details, 
or book your session online: 
http://plainfi eldpubliclibrary.org/library-info/
book-a-librarian.aspx.

Extra Tech Help

Wednesday, January 14, 6:30 PM

Are you looking to try out a tablet 
or eReader?  Want to see Windows 
8 in action?  Did you get a new 
device over the holidays and have questions?  
Look no further!  

We’re holding a technology “petting 
zoo” where you can test drive 
Samsung Tabs, Nooks, Kindles, 
Mac and Windows 8 laptops, 
and more.  

Library staff  will help 
with questions, perform 
demonstrations, 
and introduce 
you to the 
Roku, a movie 
viewing device. 
You can check out 
a Roku on a fi rst 
come, fi rst serve basis 
and enter a drawing to win 
one at this event.

New Year, New Gear

Technology Training

Drop-In Tech Help
Stop by one of our 
Drop-In Tech Help 
sessions. Instructors will 
help you with Microsoft 
Offi  ce, Windows 8, 
eBooks, library online 

resources, social media, 
internet searching and 

more. 

Use the computers in the 
lab or bring your own 
portable device. No 
registration required.

Classes Include:

Facebook Basics Pinterest Basics

Email HelpMicrosoft Offi  ce 
Training
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Genealogy
Computer Help for Genealogists 
Thursday, January 15, 10:00 AM
Thursday, February 19, 10:00 AM

Having trouble navigating the Library’s genealogy 
databases? Confused on where to look for 
obituaries or military records? Drop in anytime 
during this 90-minute session for some one-on-one 
assistance. 

Unlocking the Secrets of Your Family Tree     
Monday, January 26, 7:00 PM

Start researching your 
family history using 
documents and 
keepsakes you 
have in your attic 
and around your 
house. 

Cyber 
Sleuthing Your 
Family Tree
Monday, February 23
7:00 PM

Learn what’s new in the 
online genealogy community 
and fi nd tips for searching 
subscription databases and 
free genealogy websites.

In partnership with the Village of Plainfi eld
Second Mondays, 7:00 PM

January 12
History of Farming 
with Early Leaders 
The fi rst presidents 
were on the cutting 
edge with ideas about 
composting, water 
conservation and 
recycling. Kay McKeen 
from Scarce describes 
how our founding 
fathers provided 
food for their families 
and soldiers while 
establishing many of 
the farming practices still used today. Ongoing 
education CPDU’s available.

February 9
Fed Up Documentary 
In this documentary, the 
director follows several families 
coping with obesity and 
misinformation campaigns by 
big food companies. It has a 
clear message about changing 
the way you eat to prolong 
your life. 

Green Village 2015 Lecture Series

Tax Time
Need tax forms, help or just information? Although the Library no longer receives IRS or State of Illinois tax 
forms or publications, we can connect you with resources to help. 

Saturday, January 24
12:00 to 4:00 PM

Make #timetoread. Join readers across America this afternoon by 
committing to read for four straight hours, in the comfort of your 
own home or here at the Library. The Library’s Small Meeting Room 
will be set up as a quiet space for you to read. Warm beverages will 
be served. 

National Read-a-thon Day
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Adult Programs

These weekly programs are for adults with 
English-speaking skills at all levels. 

For more information, contact Tania Hess at 
thess@plainfi eldpubliclibrary.org 
or 815.263.8145. Se habla español. 

Conversation Club
Thursdays, 6:30 to 8:00 PM or 
Fridays, 10:00 to 11:30 AM

Practice speaking English while making friends. 
Share ideas and culture, play games, discuss 
current events, family life and anything relevant to 
life in the United States. Childcare is available on 
Thursday evenings. 

Grammar Club
Mondays or Wednesdays, 10:00 to 11:30 AM

The principles of English grammar relevant to an 
adult learning English are covered in this weekly 
group. Learn grammar and writing 
skills in a practical yet fun way. 

Reading Club
Tuesdays, 10:00 to 11:30 AM

Reading is a great way to 
increase your English language 
skills. Get together with others to 
read books and articles that are 
perfect for learning vocabulary in 
context, practicing pronunciation and sharing ideas. 

English Language Learners

Adult Literacy Tutor Training
February 3, 5, 10, 12 
2:00 to 4:00 PM 

In partnership with Joliet Junior College’s Adult Volunteer Literacy 
Program, the Library is hosting a tutor training this winter. After 
completing the program, tutors work with students to prepare them 
for a variety of everyday living tasks using English. 

Tutor requirements are a high school diploma or GED-equivalent and 
a commitment of at least two hours a week. Register for the above 
training via the Library’s online calendar. 

For questions about 
the training or any of 
the Library’s English 
Language Learning 
opportunities, 
contact Tania Hess at 
815.263.8145.  

To learn more about JJC’s 
comprehensive program, 
visit www.jjc.edu/adult-education/Pages/
family-literacy.aspx.
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Storytime Session 3: 
January 12 - February 19

Baby and Me
Ages 6 to 23 months with caregiver
Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
9:15 to 9:45 AM

Build a bond with your baby through 
books, puppets, rhymes and play. 

Fun with Music
Ages 9 months to 4 years with caregiver
Mondays, 5:00 to 5:45 PM
No class January 19

Children and their 
caregivers sing, 
dance and play a 
variety of musical 
instruments 
together.

Tales for Tots
Ages 2 and 3 with caregiver
Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays
10:00 to 10:30 AM

Have fun with stories, songs and 
fi ngerplays.

Preschool Storytime
Ages 4 and 5 
Mondays, Tuesdays, 10:45 to 11:15 AM

Children enjoy stories and music 
while attending independently. 

Family Storytime
All Ages
Thursdays, 9:30 to 10:15 AM

Delight in music, activities and 
stories for the whole family. 

Romp-n-Rhyme
Ages 2 and 3 with caregiver
Friday, January 16, 30
Friday, February 6, 13, 20
10:30 to 11:00 AM

Colors, numbers, shapes and 
rhyme, parachute play at this 
storytime!

Programs for Families

Family Fun Night
All Ages
Thursday, January 8, 15, 22, 29
Thursday, February 5, 19, 26
6:00 to 6:45 PM

“Check out” a fun-fi lled night of family 
activities geared to all ages. Surprise 
topic every week! Science experiments, 
art, stories, music and more.

Birth to Age 5

Ages 3 to 9 with caregiver
Saturday, January 24, 3:00 to 4:00 PM 
You Make Me Smile
Saturday, February 28, 3:00 to 4:00 PM 
You Are a Lion! And Other Fun Yoga Poses

Free play, socializing, tactile activities and storytime are designed 
for children with special needs. Friends and siblings are welcome.

Sensory Storytime (Drop-In)

Drop-In Programs

Fizz and Bubble-Bubble 
Science
All Ages
Tuesday, January 13 
6:00 to 6:45 PM

“Pop” down to the Library for 
family friendly science fun!

Super Sleuth: 
Crime Scene Science
All Ages
Tuesday, February 10, 6:00 to 6:45 PM

Discover your inner forensic scientist 
at our hands-on “Library Lab.”

Valentine’s Day 
Card Creations
All Ages
Thursday, February 12, 6:00 to 6:45 PM

Create Valentine’s Day Cards with 
your little sweethearts. 

Big Balloon Show 
presented by Smarty Pants
All Ages
Sunday, February 22 
2:00 to 2:45 PM

Celebrate the last 
day of the Winter 
Reading Program 
with this one-of-a-kind 
vaudeville style show 
featuring magic, all-ages 
comedy, interactive storytelling and 
Smarty’s award-winning, larger than 
life balloon props.�

Wednesday, January 21
Collect a HUG coupon in Youth Services and redeem it with your favorite 
person. National Hug Day was founded on January 21, 1986 in Caro, Michigan, 
and has spread to Canada, England, Australia, Germany and Poland as a fat-
free, sugar-free way to reduce blood pressure, pain and depression.

National Hug Day



Fun with Music
Registration begins December 29. 
Classes begin January 12.
Ages 9 months to 4 years with caregiver
Mondays, 9:30 to 10:15 AM or 
10:30 to 11:15 AM
Tuesdays, 9:30 to 10:15 AM or 
10:30 to 11:15 AM
Wednesdays, 10:45 to 11:30 AM

Children and their caregivers 
sing, dance and play a variety of 
musical instruments together.

Panera Bread Presents:  
Storytime, Milk and Cookies
Ages 3 to 5
Tuesday, January 13, 27
Tuesday, February 10, 24
10:00 to 11:00 AM

Enjoy a storytime 
and craft as well as 
free milk and cookies 
at the Panera Bread 
located at Route 59 and 127th 
Street. Registration required.

Peter Rubi Storytime
Ages 3 to 5
Tuesday, January 20
Tuesday, February 17
10:00 to 10:30 AM

Enjoy a story as well as a 
fruit or veggie snack at Peter 
Rubi Produce, 15412 S. Route 59 in 
Plainfi eld.  Registration required.
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Children’s Programs

Sign-up begins two weeks in 
advance for children’s programs 
that require registration. All 
you need to register is a valid 
Plainfi eld Public Library card. Visit 
www.plainfi eldpubliclibrary.org 
or call the Youth Services Desk 
at 815.439.2877.

Classes and workshops

Programs for Families

Linda Gorham and the 
Story of Ruby Bridges
All Ages
Tuesday, February 3
6:30 to 7:30 PM

Award-winning storyteller Linda 
Gorham shares the story of six-year-
old Ruby Bridges from a fi rst grade 
perspective, along with several fun, 
interactive, popular folktales.

Birth to Age 5

Registration required

Registration required

Short Story 
Contest
Grades 3 to 5
The Library 
is accepting 
entries for 
the Annual 
Short Story 
Contest for 
children 
in Grades 
3, 4 and 
5 through 
January 28. 
A copy of 
the rules can be found on the 
Library’s website or at the 
Youth Services Desk.

Short Story Contest 

Author Talk and Award 

Presentation

Short Story Contest Entrants
Saturday, February 28
10:00 to 10:45 AM

Short story contest entrants 
and their families are invited 
to a talk by contest judge, 
author Kevin Luthardt. 
Winners will be announced 
at the end of the program.

Minute to Win It for Kids
Ages 9 to 12
Monday, January 19, 2:00 to 3:00 PM

Do you have what it takes? 
Compete in fun 60-second 
challenges using everyday 
objects. Put your game face on! 

Mad Scientist Club 
Ages 9 to 12
Tuesday, February 17, 24
5:30 to 6:30 PM

Participate in fun and wacky 
interactive science experiments. 
Each session explores exciting 
aspects of STEM.

Ages 5 to 12

Registration required

It’s that time of year. Time for sniffl  y, runny noses, 
coughs and chills. We want everyone to have 

a good time when they come to the Library 
and in the winter that means doing our 

best to make it the healthiest environment 
possible. If your child is running a fever of 100+ 
degrees, has been vomiting, has an ongoing 

cough, a rash, pink eye, lice, or any other 
symptoms that indicate illness, we ask that you please stay home.

Leave the Sniffl  es at Home



Nintendo Club
Grades 6 to 12
Thursday, January 8
Thursday, February 12
4:30 to 6:00 PM

Bring your Nintendo DS (or 3DS) 
and any multi-player games. 
Designated space for Pokémon 
(any version) and Mario Kart 
7, but all games are welcome. 
Also, those itching for a fi ght can 
enter the Super Smash Brothers 
tournament on the Wii.

The MAC 
(Manga & Anime Club)
Grades 6 to 12
Wednesday, January 14
Wednesday, February 11
4:30 to 6:00 PM

Watch a new 
anime and 
discuss manga 
with other 
Otakus in the 
area.

College Prep: Practice ACT
Grades 9 to 12
Saturday, January 17 
1:00 to 4:30 PM

A Kaplan representative will 
proctor a practice ACT in a 
simulated testing 
environment.  
Students will 
be required 
to create a free account with 
Kaplan to receive their test results. 
Open to all high school students, 
registration is required.  Please 
bring two pencils and a calculator. 
Snacks are allowed during breaks 
between tests.

Night Owls: 
A Painting Workshop
Grades 6 to 12
Monday, January 19 
6:30 to 8:00 PM

Christine Thornton returns with 
step-by-step guidance to draw an 
owl on watercolor paper.  Then 
learn to paint with watercolor 
pencils, bringing your owl to life 
with colors of your choice.
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Documentary 
Discussion Group
Grades 9 and up;
Adults welcome
Wednesday movies are from 
6:30 to 8:30 PM. 

Watch, then discuss these 
incredible documentaries 
on various high-interest 
subjects.

January 7 
     Baraka, (NR)

     February 4 
     Winged Migration, (G)

Teen Activities Movies

oup

Monthly Photo Contest
Grades 6 to 12
Take a photo that represents that month and 
we will display it at the Library.  

The best photo will be used for the cover of 
the Teen Writing Contest booklet and the 
photographer will receive a gift card.  

All photos will be displayed on a bulletin board 
in the Youth Services Department. Submit a 
photo in person at the Library or send them to 
teenwritingcontest@plainfi eldpubliclibrary.org.  

One photo submission per month.
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Teen Programs

Monthly Teen Writing Contest
Grades 6 to 12
Middle and high school students 
are encouraged to enter the Teen 
Writing Contest. 

Every month the Library publishes all 
the entries received in the previous 
month. Library users then read the 
stories and vote. 

Gift cards awarded to the three 
entries that receive the most votes.

To be eligible each entry must:

 Be submitted via email to: 
teenwritingcontest@    

    plainfi eldpubliclibrary.org 
 Be submitted in a Word document.
 Be no more than 1500 words.
 Not include graphic language or 
    extreme violence.
 Include author’s name, grade, 
    school and phone number.

Teen Drama Club
Grades 6 to 12
Tuesday, January 20
Tuesday, February 17
4:00 to 5:00 PM

Act out with Devon Ford, local 
actress and director of the 
Library’s Teen Murder Mystery, 
while learning acting techniques 
through diff erent activities 
planned for each month.

National Read-a-thon Day
Teens and Adults
Saturday, January 24
12:00 to 4:00 PM

Make #timetoread. Join readers 
across America this afternoon 
by committing to read for four 
straight hours, in the comfort 
of your own home or here at 
the Library. The Library’s Small 
Meeting Room will be set up as 
a quiet space for you to read. 
Warm beverages will be served. 

RŌBLOX
Grades 4 to 8
Monday, January 26
Monday, February 23
5:00 to 6:30 PM

Explore and create with friends 
and peers in the RŌBLOX world. 
RŌBLOX is an online game and 
scripting platform that allows 
players to make their own games 
or play user created games. 
Space is limited to eight players.

CrafTEEN
Grades 6 to 12
Tuesday, January 27
6:00 to 7:30 PM

Love to craft? We supply the materials, 
you supply the creative touch.
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Volunteer Fair
Saturday, February 7, 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM

You can make a diff erence in your community 
when you become a volunteer, join a local service 
organization or both. Gather information while 
talking with representatives from over 20 diff erent 
organizations that need your help to feed the 
hungry, nurture the environment, shelter animals, 
donate blood and so much more. 

Membership
Active members are involved in helping meet 
the Friends’ organization’s mission. 
The fi rst Friends of the Library meeting of 
the year will be on Wednesday, January 28 
at 7:00 PM.

Volunteers
Members participate in library programs, 
Friends’ events and Foundation fundraisers.

Donations
Membership dues and contributions to the 
annual book sale fi nancially support the 
Friends’ mission.

What Do The Friends Need?

Friends of the Library

FRIENDS

MEMBERSHIP
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Library Services

Love movies? Try Out a Roku
We’re adding some new devices to our collection!  
Starting January 14th, you can check out one of fi ve 
new Rokus with your library card. 

Easy to use and packed with more than 40 
preloaded streaming movies (and counting!), you 
can check out Rokus for up to a week.  Set-up 
takes a few quick steps - all you need is an HDMI 
compatible TV and a wireless connection.

Interested in one of these great new 
devices?  Stop by our “New Year, New 
Gear” program (see p. 5 for details) 
to see them in action, and get an 
early opportunity to check one out or 
place a hold. Plus, there is a free drawing 
for you to win a Roku of your very own!  

Questions?  Ask our Reference staff  for more 
information.  And don’t forget to check out some 
of the other great devices you have access to with 
your library card!

Treehouse: Learn how to build websites 
and apps, write code or start a business
Treehouse teaches the technology skills you need to 
land your dream job or build a startup. Learn at your 
own pace from over 100 courses created by expert 
teachers on web design, coding, business and much 
more.

The course content is continually refreshed with 
the latest on web technology. Practice what you’ve 
learned through quizzes and interactive Code 
Challenges. You’ll earn badges as you complete 
classes, which are indicators of what skills you 
currently possess and are viewable by anyone 
online. Plus, Treehouse has a vibrant and active 
community, allowing you to learn from fellow 
students. Go to the Online Resources page of the 
Library website, choose Treehouse and enter your 
library card number. 

New! Check Illinois
This new module, part of the Library’s PublicRecords.com 
subscription, is available via the Online Resources 
page of the Library website. You must have a Plainfi eld 
Library card to access this for free from home.

Check Illinois is designed to off er consumers and 
businesses the ability to do quick Illinois background 
checks on individuals and businesses in the State of 
Illinois. Whether you are a human resource manager, a 
credit issuer, or just a concerned citizen, public records 
can provide you with powerful insight into the activities 
of individuals that you may be seeking to trust or do 
business with. 100% safe and completely confi dential.

Love to post, tweet, pin and tumble?  So do we!  
Find us on Facebook, Flickr, Twitter and YouTube 
to keep up to date on library events, programs, 
resources and more.  Looking for great book 
recommendations, technology suggestions and 
DIY ideas?  Try our Pinterest and Tumblr pages.  
And if you’re a job seeker, make sure to check out 

our Job Club group on LinkedIn for information 
and resources to help you with your search.  Find 
us online today!

We’re Social!

New Services

Library Services



Pop Goes the Culture: A Totally 
Awesome Cultural Experience
February 11 to April 29

The Great Read is your community reading program, 
designed to promote literacy, reading, conversation and 
community in the greater Plainfi eld area. This year’s 
theme is Pop Culture. Look for great programs, book 
discussions, reading lists and more to get you tuned-in 
and grooving with pop culture present and past!

14 815.436.6639  • www.plainfi eldpubliclibrary.org • To register or for more information, click on Calendar of Events

The 2015 Great Read

Art Contest
Ages Pre-K to Adult

Create an original piece of art focusing on your 
interpretation of pop culture. Prizes will be 
awarded in diff erent age groups. For artwork 
specifi cations and more information about the 
contest, please visit ww2.psd202.org/greatread.

Participation Drawing

Each time you pop into a Great Read program, 
you are eligible for the participation drawing! 
Additionally, for each pop culture book you 
read, you can submit an entry. A $50.00 
Barnes & Noble gift card will be awarded in this 
random drawing. 

Pop Goes the Culture Activities

Pop Culture Clash
Wednesday, February 11, 6:30 PM
Barnes & Noble, Joliet (across from the Louis Joliet Mall) 

At the kickoff  event, Pop Culture Clash, fans of a 
variety of pop culture phenomena will join forces to 
see which group can claim the title to the Greatest 
Pop Culture Fans! 

In a bracket-tiered system, all-ages teams will 
compete in trivia challenges. Each group will answer 
questions of varying degrees of diffi  culty as they 
move up in competition. Prove you’re a true fan! A 
$100 Barnes & Noble gift card will go to the winning 
team.

Beginning competition brackets include:
 Star Wars v. Star Trek
  Lord of the Rings v. Harry Potter
 Sherlock Holmes v. Dr. Who
 Game of Thrones v. Wheel of Time
 Minecraft v. Lego
 And many more

Finale: From Fad to Forever! 
Skip Griparis Sings Rock’s Story
Wednesday, April 29, 6:30 PM
Fountaindale Public Library District
300 West Briarcliff  Road
Bolingbrook, IL 60440

History was never so 
fun! With his remarkable 
3½-octave chameleon voice, 
dynamic guitar playing 
and insightful humor, Skip 
Griparis explores and 
recreates rock’s innovators, 
from pre-Elvis to the 
Beatles and beyond. Look 
for additional programs 
listed in the Spring 
Newsletter and at The Great 
Read website:  ww2.psd202.org/greatread. 
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Library Special Events

The Winter Reading Program is shifting gears and 
needs you to get those reading cogs spinning! 
Registration and festivities kick 
off  on Sunday, January 11 
between 1:00 and 
5:00 PM, where you can enter 
cool drawings available 
only to those who sign 
up that day. 

Don’t worry if you can’t make 
it on the 11th, you can still join 
in person or online through February 15. Over the 
course of this six-week program, simply record what 
you’ve read either online or via the form you 

receive at registration.

This winter, 
adults read and 

count pages, from 
anything you read for 

yourself or to the kids, and any 
books you listen to 
online or on the go. 

Prizes include a 
desk caddy for 
your gear, plus 
a pen with stylus, 
in addition to new 
books, and gift cards to local 
restaurants and retailers.*

*while supplies last

*while supplies last

2015 Winter Reading Program
January 11 to February 22

Grand Finale
Sunday, February 22, 2:00 to 4:00 PM

Smarty Pants Big Balloon Show
Sunday, February 22, 2:00 to 2:45 PM

Celebrate your reading success at the Grand 
Finale’s Big Balloon Show presented by Smarty 
Pants. This one-of-a-kind vaudeville style show 
features magic, all-ages comedy, interactive 
storytelling and Smarty’s award-winning, larger 
than life balloon props. 

Winter Reading Celebration
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      Holiday Lights 

      Recycling
The Library is a drop-off  site for holiday lights that no longer work. As you 
put away your holiday decorations, you are bound to have some lights 
that don’t work anymore. Drop them off  at the Library so they can be 
recycled and re-purposed by Elgin Recycling. 

The Library receives 15 cents for every pound collected. In the last 
two years, more than 4,000 pounds of strings of lights were recycled, 
resulting in over $700 in proceeds, which were used to fund future “Go 
Green” events and activities.

Collections accepted through February 22. 


