
PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT 
MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING 

MARCH 21, 2018 
  

CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE, ROLL CALL: The meeting of March 21, 2018, was called to order at 
6:31 p.m. in the Library’s Small Meeting Room at 15025 S. Illinois Street. The Pledge of Allegiance 
was recited. Roll call was conducted. Regular members present: Gilmore, Andel, Knight, Gilles, and 
Schmidt. Absent: Miller and Kinley. Staff present: Pappas, Hartley, Lane (left at 7:50), Kohn, 
Newbury, Petersen, Schauer (last four left at 6:37). Guests present: Alba Jensen and Judy Bigsby 
from Friends of the Library (left at 7:30), Plainfield High School student Daniel Schmidt (left at 
7:50), Bill Wilson (arrived at 7:03). 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION:  Reader and Reference Services Librarian, Paula Newbury, and Account 
Services Clerk, Theresa Schauer, were recognized for ten years of service to the library.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: Friends of the Library President Alba Jensen presented the Board with a 
$6,000 donation for the Summer Reading Program. Gilmore thanked the Friends on behalf of the 
Board.  
Trustee Attendance at Community Events: Attendance at various events was discussed. 

CONSENT AGENDA: Gilmore accepted the minutes of the February 21, 2018, Regular meeting.  

Schmidt moved approval of Bills Paid and Bills Payable for February in the amount of $240,366.51 
as follows: Payroll $124,980.38, General Bills $93,677.19, IMRF $21,211.20, VALIC $443.75, Petty Cash 
$.00, Flexible Spending Plan $53.99, Special Reserve Fund $.00. Knight seconded the motion, all 
voted yes via roll call vote; motion carried. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: Gilmore presented the Committee of the Whole and Personnel Committee 
reports of the March 7, 2018 meetings. The Board reviewed the reports as presented.  

LIBRARY DIRECTOR’S REPORT: Pappas informed the Board of an upcoming trustee training 
event presented by Atlas on May 19, 2018; this item will be an action item on the April agenda. A 
report detailing the recent maintenance upgrades to the library was reviewed. Included in those 
upgrades: replacement of outdated and corroded flush valves, updated main water shut off, water 
heater, network cabling. The Library’s worker’s compensation dues will be updated to reflect the 
additional potential risk of its home delivery and school liaison services.  

ACTION ITEMS 

A. Unfinished Business 
1. Plainfield Legacy Fund – donations may be limited to 501c groups only which can apply 

to the Friends of the Library. The group is still in its early stages; more information will 
be provided as it is received. 

2. Witchell Endowment Fund – the paperwork is currently being completed and will be 
sent to the investment management company. Pappas would like to invite the executors 
to attend a future meeting. 

3. Plainfield Hometown Irish Parade – Gilmore represented the Board and the Library in the 
parade. It was well attended. Gilmore suggested opening future parade participation to 
staff in order to achieve a stronger Library presence. 

4. Actuarial Report – this report analyzed the Library’s post-retirement health benefits and 
will be revisited during the audit later in the calendar year. 

B. New Business 



1. Friends of the Library: Request for Library Use - Friends of the Library Vice-President, 
Judy Bigsby, requested the use of the Library on August 10, 2018 for their annual 
fundraising gala. The Friends are requesting to host the gala from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 
p.m. and have access to the closed Library from 5:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. The gala will be 
titled Bidding, Beverages, and Bites and the ticket price will include a special sneak peek 
into the annual book sale. Five to six staff members will be needed to work the event.  
Knight moved to approve the Friends of the Library’s use of the Library during closing 
hours to host a fundraising gala and to provide five to six paid staff members to assist. 
Andel seconded the motion; all voted yes via roll call vote; motion carried. 

2. Farmer’s Market, 2018 – the use of the Library’s lot is requested again this year. The 
Farmers Market went well in 2017, without issue. Pappas recommends allowing the use 
of the Library’s lot on Sundays from June 3 through September 9, 2018 as already 
approved by the Village.  
Schmidt moved to allow the use of the Library’s lot for the 2018 Farmer’s Market. Gilles 
seconded the motion, all voted yes via roll call vote; motion carried.  

3. Computer Upgrades – Pappas presented proposals for fifteen public and eight OPAC 
(online public access catalogs) use computers. These computers will replace the current 
computers due for upgrade. Three proposals were discussed, Dell provided the lowest 
cost proposal. 
Andel moved to approve the proposal by Dell for $21,920.51 for twenty-three computers. 
Schmidt seconded the motion, all voted yes via roll call vote; motion carried. 
Pappas presented two proposals for HP laptop computers. Paragon Micro presented the 
lower priced proposal. 
Schmidt moved to approve the Paragon Micro proposal for two laptops for $1343.98. 
Knight seconded the motion, all voted yes via roll call vote; motion carried. 

4. Advocacy Project Script – Gilmore presented a script that could be used to help trustees 
reach out to community influencers in order to narrow the themes of need in the 
community. The script will be revisited during the April meeting.  

ADJOURNMENT TO EXECUTIVE SESSION: Knight moved to adjourn to Executive Session 
pursuant to 5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (5) Purchase or Lease of Real Property only. Schmidt seconded the 
motion, all voted yes via roll call vote; motion carried. 

Board adjourned to executive session at 7:51 p.m. and returned from executive session at 8:06 p.m.  

RECOMMENDATION OF EXECUTIVE SESSION: None.  

ADJOURNMENT: Schmidt moved to adjourn; Knight seconded the motion. All voted yes via voice 
vote, motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 8:06 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,       Respectfully submitted, 

 

Aimee Hartley        Vicki Knight 
Recording Secretary        Board Secretary 


